Grade 5, Unit Of Study 4

The Research-Based Argument Essay

SESSION 1 HOMEWORK

Entertaining Contrary Views: Suspend Closure and Be Open-Minded

Writers, I talked to you today about choosing the kind of thinker you want to be. Remember I said that when someone with a view that is different than yours approaches you, you can be the kind of person who stands with your arms crossed, your face stern, your back up? We all have people in our lives who listen to our ideas like that, and I think none of us like it very much when we feel as if our listener’s mind is made up before we even open our mouths. Tonight I’m going to ask you to read an article about chocolate milk that argues the opposite of what you believe, and I’m going to ask you to be a respectful, open-minded listener. Even if you really can’t for the life of you imagine any view about chocolate milk other than your own, try your very hardest to be an open-minded listener. Make yourself say things back to the author like, “Good point!” and “That makes sense,” and “I see what you mean.”

This will mean that you end up taking notes on the side of this argument that will probably not be the side you argue. Though who knows, you might even end up finding your thinking gets changed. Tonight take home your folders. You can read the articles you started today, or others. If you have Internet at home, you might watch some of the videos. The links are on the next page.
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Chocolate Milk

1. Flavored Milk: Tasty Nutrition

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mo3qsx05974
2. Sugar Overload

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQ4wGDl56Zg
3. The Many Benefits of Chocolate Milk

http://www.trumoo.com/nutrition/benefits/
4. Schools May Ban Milk Over Added Sugar

http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/food/2011-05-09-chocolatemilk-bans_n.htm
5. Flavored Milk Advertorial

http://www.smarturl.it/dairy-advertorial
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